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 mental health professionals 

who provide services that 

promote social, emotional 

and behavioral well -being in 

school and in life.  

 

School Social Workers areé 



School Social Workers  

are specially trained 

to 

provide services  

unique to the school setting 

to all students. 

 



Individual and group counseling to develop:  

Åtime management & study skills 

Åsocial skills 

Åappropriate assertiveness 

Åself advocacy 

Åanger and stress management 

 

Facilitating activities that increase: 

Åmotivation to learn  

Åattachment to school 

Åcommunity involvement 

Services to Students 



Supporting School Staff 

Â Identifying factors that 
are barriers to learning  

 

ÂStrategizing behavior 
management techniques 
and developing plans 

 

ÂHelping build 
partnerships between 
teachers and families 

 

ÂListening and supporting 

 



Supporting Families 

Â Helping families enhance their 
childrenôs school experience. 

 
Â Connecting students and families 

with community services. 

 

Â Empowering families to advocate 
for their child and themselves.  

 Â Bridging the gap between schools and 
 culturally diverse families. 

 



Public Policy and SSW 

Â Funding for SSW can be tied to federal 
dollars and federal mandates. 

ÂAny changes at the federal or state level 
could affect SSW positions. 

ÂWithin states, levels of services from 
school to school and district to district may 
vary. 



Why Hire School Social Workers? 

ÂPrevention & early intervention are cost 
effective. 

School social workersé 
Â perform functional behavioral assessments and develop 

behavioral intervention plans. 

Â develop social and developmental histories. 

Â provide direct group and individual counseling. 

Â help identify and assess students with mental health and 
behavioral challenges. 

Â connect families with community resources, as needed. 

 



More Reasons to Hire SSW 

ÂChildren are experiencing greater 
challenges and have a wider range of 
needs.  

 School social workers addressé 
Â bullying, harassment, and school violence. 

Â family stressors, e.g., economic, domestic. 

Â absenteeism and dropout prevention. 

Â growing needs of students with disabilities.  

 

 

 

 


